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Slippery Pavements

Introduction:

The term "slippery pavement" has been defined by Kummer and Meyer in their report titled "Tentative Skid-Resistance
Requirements for Main Rural Highways". They state that "Although it is generally true that a slippery pavement is conducive to
skidding accidents, it is by no means correct to assume that a skidding accident automatically indicates pavement slipperiness.
Skids that are due to excessive speed, smooth tires, unbalanced brakes, poor geometric design of the highway, or a "rough" or
inattentive driver jerking the steering wheel or slamming on the brakes, cannot be blamed on the pavement surface. On the other
hand, skids that take place at normal traffic speeds with well-treaded tires and vehicles in good mechanical condition, particularly if
they re-occur at the same location, most definitely suggest pavement slipperiness. Thus, when the term slippery pavement is used it
is with the understanding that all other factors involved are normal or nearly so and that they do not significantly contribute to any
skidding which might occur".

It is probable that from a technological  viewpoint, the slipperiness problem could be solved by improved geometric design of
highways, improved specifications and construction procedures for road surface textures, improved design of tires and vehicles,
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